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Interactions among Senior High School Students and

University Students Studying Filipino Language
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Abstract

This article will discuss observations and findings from the interactions of senior high school
students who have Filipino roots and are studying Filipino language as their mother tongue /
heritage language and university students studying Filipino language as their specialization.
Because motivation in learning Filipino language is one of the common challenges for both senior
high school students and university students in Japan, this activity aimed to provide motivation
for the said students. In the activity, the students introduced themselves and their schools, shared
their experiences in the Philippines, sang Filipino songs, danced traditional Philippine dances,
and enjoyed games, tongue-twisters and conversations in Filipino and in Japanese. The reactions
and comments of the senior high school students were both positive and negative. However as a
whole, the senior high school students were interested in the university students and many of them
contributed to the activity. On the other hand, the university students found the activity inspiring
and it was a really good experience for them. They were impressed and inspired by the high school
students with Filipino roots and considered being able to mingle with them a rare and pleasant
experience. Through this activity, the followings were emphasized: 1. The need for continuous
interaction among these types of students, 2. The need for an open communication among them, 3.

The need to examine the effects brought about by the activity.
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