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1

An Anthropological Study of the 'Alternative Space"

-the Transition of Franklin Furnace in New York
Kukiko NOBORI

This paper looks at the "Alternative Spaces" that flourished in New York art scene in and
around 1970s. It is argued, that, these alternative spaces were one of the main responses made
by predominantly young, experimental artists to the great difficulties that they faced in presenting
their work to the public in that period. Their practices were against 'white-cube', which to them
symbolized the autonomy of art, and reinforced the commodity-ness of artworks.

This paper does not, however, attempt to judge whether the practice of alternative spaces
succeeded or failed. Instead, it reconsiders them from the perspective of the 'sociology of asso-
ciations' proposed by Latour. It is important that we, as observers, should not make the distinctions
between, or try to define 'mainstream' and ‘'alternative', but rather, should seek simply to follow
the relationships and movements between human and non-human actors involved.

Taking Franklin Furnace as a case study, I examine how, initially, the actual physical place of
FF was essential to the art they produced, but how later the physical places in some ways began
to act as an obstacle to them actually achieving their alternative art. Overall, this paper aims to
show that this particular phase of modern western art practice was generated by a wide variety of
actors, and furthermore, that it is impossible to understand this phase outside of the relationships

and movements between these actors.

Key Words : New York, art, alternative spaces, associations, mediators
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