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How Cherry-blossom Viewing Has
Developed in Communities

Focusing on the Case of Two Neighboring Communities, Hiraizumi-chuuon and

Mukae, in Isa, Kagoshima Prefecture

Xiong Hualei

In contemporary Japanese society, cherry-blossom viewing has become part of the
Japanese culture. Previous studies always make the argument about whether the
relationship between the Japanese and cherry-blossom viewing is intrinsic or not. Of
course it is not intrinsic, but the important thing is that cherry-blossom viewing as part
of Japanese culture was historically constructed by people living in many different
communities. Thus, my study will focus on how cherry-blossom viewing has developed
in communities. This paper will compare the development in two neighboring
communities, Hiraizumi-chuuou and Mukae, in Isa, Kagoshima Prefecture, from three
stages: acceptance, reversal of traditional events and internalization. From this
comparison, I will reveal how cherry-blossom viewing has developed in communities.
At the same time, I will try to explain how cherry-blossom viewing has become the

Japanese culture.
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