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Space to continue reflecting
Discourse of autism education
Rie Takeuchi

In this article, [ conduct a style analysis of the case records generated in the context of
autism education, in order to investigate the ways that knowledge is produced through these
records. Through my experience at special needs schools, I have found inconsistencies
between the theoretical frameworks generated by autism education specialists and the
reality of the way that autism education is actually practiced by teachers. To fill this gap, [
reimagine the complex and dynamic relationships in autism education as themselves an
important form of knowledge, which cannot be understood on a purely conceptual level, and
simultaneously present a methodology for the day-to-day practice of autism education.

In order to accomplish this, I refer to the word middle voice as a way to describe that
which is neither active nor passive; I also propose a new kind of knowledge, unknowing.
Through this lens, I reread three records in order to consider the nature of the knowledge
produced therein. I use the word reread here to emphasize the importance of reading records
post factum. Therefore, I argue that writing and reading records is an important way to both
produce and implement knowledge, and propose a shift to the methodological question of
the way that this knowledge can be implemented. To consider this point, I emphasize the
significance of writing, reading and discussing the records. Firstly, it is retroactiveness that
makes it possible to implement knowledge, and secondly, writing and reading records brings
back various acts to the domain of words. Thirdly, such knowledge is made possible by
reflecting on and verbalizing the practice. And here, the question of what the knowledge is

like turns into the question of how to continue reflecting.
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