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Der Chronist, welcher die Ereignisse hererzihlt, ohne groBe und kleine zu unterscheiden, tragt damit
der Wahrheit Rechnung, dass nichts was sich jemals ereigner hat, fitr die Geschichte verloren zu geben ist.
Freilich fallt erst der erldsten Menschheit ihre Vergangenheit vollauf zu. Das will sagen: erst der erlosten
Menschheit ist ihre Vergangenheit in jedem threr Momente zitierbar geworden. Jeder ihrer gelebten

Augenblicke wird zu einer citation a1’ ordre du jour-welcher Tag eben der jiingste ist.

—Benjamin, Walter*
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A chronicler who recites events without distinguishing between major and minor ones acts in accordance
with the following truth: nothing that has ever happened should be regarded as lost for history. To be
sure, only a redeemed mankind receives the fullness of its past-which is to say, only for a redeemed
mankind has its past becomes citable in all its moments. Each moment it has lived becomes a citation a
" ordre du jour-and that day is Judgment Day.

~—Benjamin, Walter®
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The law of History
A Study of the current situation of Japanese legal interpretation
Shen, Tiantian

This paper is a consideration focusing on the fundamental relationship between
linguistics and the judicial system while conducting a review of the history of judicial
interpretation {research) in Japan. Comparisons are made between prior research data (texts
of legal precedents and accompanying narratives) and current social movements.

In negotiating how to address this question, the dual disciplines of social and human
sciences were necessarily combined within the methodological approach. Through this work,
I will try to release judicial interpreters from the existing framework such as linguistics,
judicial system or legal linguistics, not just to recapture and interpret it again.

It is indeed a truism that the nature of law utilizes language as its principle weapon — or
mode of discourse. Through the prism of this relationship between law and language it is
important how judicial interpreters can behave as an independent entity called a balance to
balance the power of both. The law that the interpreter is trying to question in this paper,
and the law which protects interpreters can be understood as "ethics". At the same time,
“ethics"” leads to the problem of "posture” of interpreters.

It must be stressed that this paper is not an attempt to present any solutions — either
concrete or hypothetical. Instead, it endeavors to answer the question posed by Walter

”»

Benjamin — that is, “these on the Philosophy of History( the thesis III} ” it is a practical
(re)consideration of the laws (concepts / laws) of history.

The question in this paper departs from the wish that "the court should not be a closed
world". I hope that the court is not the terminal station of the language, but is the starting

station.





