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Considering "Super Flat"
Otaku and Contemporary Art in Japan in 1990's

Tomoaki HATA

Murakami Takashi is the one of the most famous artists in Japan starting in the
1990's and he is also recognized as one of the founders of the "Super Flat" movement
as well as Noi Sawaragi, and Hiroki Azuma. "Super Flat" is both the word that stands
for Murakami's original style of drawing, and also the new idea that bridges pre-modern
traditional Japanese woodprints like Hokusai to modern Japanese animation, that has
become recognized around the world. Moreover, the word "super flat" represents the
whole of Japanese modern culture after World War II that was ignored by western
culture, including so-called "otaku" subculture, fashion, architecture, and so on. The
west was strongly influenced by the pre-modern and mysterious stereotypes of "zen" as

well as "geisha" and "samurai," as their image of Japan in the art world.

The purpose of this paper is to explore how the word "super flat" was innovated and
used as a representation of Japanese modern culture after the war. This will be done
by studying discourses of Japanese contemporary art criticism which were published
mainly in the art magazine named "BT" (Bijyutu-Techou) and an advertising magazine

named "Koukoku," which marked the great turning point of the "super flat" movement.

Key Word
sociology of art . contemporary art. super flat, otaku . anime

(Japanese animation)
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