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A study on "Virginity"of Women

— compared with "Girlhood"

FUJISAWA Kasumi

Generally, the term "Virginity” means women who have had no sexual experience, but in ancient
Greece,"Virginity" means the quality of women who have self-reliance and autonomy, which is derived from the
Greek word, "Parthenos”.

In this study I examined the famous episode of Virgin Mary, "the Annuciation" and I defined "Virginity",
comparing with the concept of "Girlhood"of Eve in Old Testament. Since "Virginity" makes women independent,
they can face any reality which has been unexpected or is beyond control. That is why Virgin Mary could receive the
unexpected fate. And it was discussed that not only for women but for men to acquire this "Virginity" is significant.
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