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The variables which effect psychological problems of
survivors of childhood cancer.
Noriko KINOSHITA

With increasing rates of survival from childhood cancer, psychological adjustment of the long-term
survivors has been studied. Many studies tried to show whether or not they can get psychological
adjustment after treatment. The results shown in the researches have a great variety, depending on
the subjects and methods of studies. Reviewing the researches, this article particulary argues two
topics; psychological effects of long term treatment and the variables related to the psychological
maladjustment of the survivors. Studies describe that the survivors use the defence mechanism such as
denial, and have the problems in socialization, and learning at school. Those could be influenced by
the long-term treatment. Regarding the variables related to the psychological maladjustment, it is
possible to discriminate the variables of the survivors and the variables of their environment. This
article points out that the variables of the survivors, such as the age of onset of the desease,the physi-
cal condition after treatment, the knowledge and communication about the desease, and the treatment

of the cranial irradiation are important. As for the variables of the environment, the coping strategies
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and the condition of their family are pointed out. For the future study, longitudinal study is required.
Using standarlized tests and showing information of the survivors will make multistudy analysis pos-
sible.
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