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The Japanese Junior Red Cross after the Second
World War

BEREZIKOVA Tatiana

The Junior Red Cross was established after the First World War and very soon
became one of the most recognizable organizations for children in the world.
Its main goals — promotion of health, work for community and international
friendliness — were shared by many children and adults and were considered as a
way to create a peaceful world for future generations. The Japanese Junior Red
Cross — established in 1922 — very soon became the second largest Junior Red
Cross organization in the world after the American Junior Red Cross, and put
a lot of effort into development of international friendliness with children from
different countries through exchanges of albums, dolls, etc. After the beginning
of the Second World War the activities of the Japanese Junior Red Cross,
including international exchanges, were temporarily ceased for almost 8 years.

This paper explores how the activities of the Japanese Junior Red Cross
were restarted after the end of the Second World War, namely it focuses on
membership and range of international exchanges comparing to the prewar
period, and traces the history of postwar international doll exchanges until the
1970s.

The research revealed that the membership declined significantly right after
the Second World War, but gradually recovered during the period from the 1950s
to the 1970s, yet it did not reach the prewar level of the 1930s. Simultaneously
the range of international exchanges remained almost the same. Exchanges of
dolls recommenced during the 1950s, but the number of dolls and frequency of
exchanges declined comparing to the 1930s.





