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On Japanese Mathematics: Wasan and Sangaku

MORITA Takeshi

Abstract

In this paper, we show a unified approach to “Sangaku (%%H)” around
Osaka prefecture and Nara prefecture. In the first section, we review “Wasan
(Fn%i)” and “Sangaku” which are Japanese-specific mathematics. In spite of
these mathematics were highly developed during the Edo period, we do not
have many opportunities to see these mathematics[1, 2]. We also consider the
difference between wasan and western mathematics. In the last section, we show
some examples of Sangaku without technical or theoretical difficulties. These
examples arouse expectations for an in-depth understanding of wasan and san-
gaku.
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