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Cousideration on Utamei Tea Utensils:
Focusing on the Different Types of Utensils

IWALI Shigeki

This paper is a study of utamei tea utensils. Reflecting on the problems of
previous research, we redefined utamei tea utensils as “tea utensils with poems
written on them.”

We collected 1190 tea utensils that fall under this definition, made a list of
them and deduced characteristics. As a result of our research, we uncovered the
following characteristics.

(D The number of seasonally themed utamei is much larger than the number of
place names and utamakura (poetic geographical allusions) used as utamei.

@ There are more utamei related to summer than utamei related to any other
season.

(@ Certain characters are particularly favoured as utamei.

@ Out of all utamei tea utensils, chashaku (tea scoops) are the highest in
number.

® Chaire (tea containers) and chawan (tea cups) are the second highest in
number. Both were found in equal numbers. Utamei are virtually limited to these
three types of utensils.

(©® Most tea containers with utamei are wamono (made in Japan), but tea cups
with utamei are komamono (made on the Korean Peninsula) just as often as
wamono (made in Japan). We can conclude that utamei were almost never
written on any kind of karamono utensils (made in China).

(D Poems were often written on tea utensils “close to the tea.” Tea utensils
“close to the tea” are mainly utensils which are meant to be admired during the
ceremony and which come in direct contact with the powdered green tea.

This paper considers the reasons behind these characteristics.

In the future, we will look at the characteristics of both the original poems, and
the different people who gave utamei to utensils.





