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SUMMARY
“Hanzei-rei” Edicts as a Military Policy

Kazuhiro MATSUNAGA

“Hanzei-rei” (¥4 ) were the edicts announced by the
Muromachi Shogunate in the middle of the 14th Century. “Hanzei” (3
%) meant to divice the annual tribute or tax from manors in half to be
able to spend one half on the war. In this article I interpret “Hanzei-rei”
as a military policy. ;

The former studies discussed the question if the content of

“Hanzei-rei” was aggressive or protective for the manor system.In
recent years,Hanzei-rei has been estimated as a protective aspect or an
aspect which promoted the rearrangement of manor system.

Particularly the last of “Hanzei-rei” is thought to have been epoch-
making.But it had both sides of the permission and the prohibition of

“hanzei” at the same time. For the purpose of the former cannot be
fully understood. To understand the whole content of “Hanzei-rei” ,we
need to pay attention to the military mattar. Accordingly, I studied the
relationship between “Hanzei-rei” and the war situation.

After the study, I noticed that the Muromachi Shogunate authorized
and prohibited “hanzei” according to the war situation.When the battle
became intense, “hanzei” was authorized to reinforce the military
system. On the contrary, when the battle became calm , it was lifted to
shrink the military system.

Today, the argument of the late medieval manor system is active.
As the premise of argument of “Hanzei-rei” as a manor policy, we must
take the military policy into consideration.
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