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Exploratory research of the effects of the mother’s
presence on sibling interactions

Yasuhiro SHIZAWA, Jun YASUDA, Toshihiko HINOBAYASHI, and Tetsuhiro MINAMI

Considerable research has investigated the effects of the mother’s presence on
sibling interactions; however, the findings remain eoctroversial. One opinion is that a
mother’s presence has a positive effect on sibling interactions; that is, siblings show
positive and pro-social behavior, while rejecting negative behavior in the mother’s
presence. However, other researchers consider that siblings reject positive and pro-social
behavior, and show increaseed negative behavior in the mother’s presence. It has been
suggested that these discrepancies are caused by the differences age, sex, and a
combination of these factors among examined siblings. Previous research that
systematically investigated the effects of those factors on the behavior of siblings in the
mother’s presence could not identify any effects. Based on these findings, it is considered
that those factors do not have a linear effect on sibling interaction in their mother’s
presence; therefore, we explored the effects of those factors on sibling interaction in their
mother’s presence. We found that the effect on pro-social behavior in their mother’s
presence increased when the sibling age increased; however, whether the effect was
positive or negative differed among individuals. The age difference among siblings
affected on their interaction but the effect was not linear; that is when siblings are 3.0 to
4.5 years old, their pro-social behavior is promoted when the mother is presence, whereas
when the children are less than 3.0 years old or more than 4.5 years old, their pro-social

behavior is promoted when their mother is absent.



