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6. ‘Hidden Seamen’ From East Africa: Somali Firemen and European Steamships,
1880s-1930s
Gerold Krozewski (Osaka University)

Between the late nineteenth century and the Second World War the worldwide commerce carried out by
British, French, and German steamship companies relied heavily on so-called coloured seamen. The subject
has received particular attention with regard to Indian lascars. The presentation focused on the little-known
story of Somali seamen from Northeast Africa on European steamships, and their voyages, recruitment,
and agency in the maritime labour market. Somalis worked virtually exclusively in the engine rooms of
steamships as firemen and coal trimmers. As a particular ethnic category in the labour market Somalis were
subject to stigmatization. The French Messageries Maritimes discriminated against Somalis and pursued a
policy of recruiting firemen from Yemen for the port of Djibouti. In British shipping, Somali seamen became
associated with a specific segment of labour in tramp shipping. In this sector, Somali firemen operated as
individuals rather than bound by ethnicity. They worked in ethnically diverse engine crews on routes from
Britain through the Suez Canal to South and Southeast Asia and across the Atlantic to North and South
America. The case serves as an example for the ethnic structuring of a globalizing labour market but also

shows how workers transcended ethnic categories.

7. From Port to Court Jew: Pedro de Baega’s Life, Writings, and Legacy, 1555-1614

George Bryan Souza (University of Texas at San Antonio)

This presentation deals with the life, writings and legacy of Pedro de Baega, a prominent early modern
Portuguese New Christian merchant of Sephardi descent that was an astute observer of long-distance
commerce and finance and a precocious author on political economy. His commercial and administrative
activities spanned the globe and ranged from acting on his own account, in association with other familial
and extended relations and relationships and on behalf of Spain’s imperial interests. He was, by virtue of his
intimate knowledge of long-distance commercial practices, an active participant in the construction of an
emerging global economy. Despite the fact that he and his work are known, there are crucially important
reasons for this research. The first is: we do not yet have a complete biography or entirely satisfactory
discussion of his life and career and/or the entire corpus of his writings. The second is much more complex,
ambitious, and exploratory. I will utilize and interweave my findings about his life and writings in order
to briefly discuss the importance of his New Christian identity, Sephardi descent, and his legacy and
involvement in the historiography of Sephardic studies and the early modern empires of Spain and Portugal

in Asia.
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