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Ninomiya Sontoku seen as Lieux de mémoire
Ingo Sollner

This article tries to apply the concept of lieux de mémoire to the Japanese agrarian
philosopher Ninomiya Sontoku (1787-1856), also known by his juvenile name Kinjiré.
This concept, originally introduced by the French historian and member of the Académie
Francaise, Pierre Nora, tries to implement the idea of a historical memory, shared by a
certain collective, which is crystallized in so-called "places of memory" (lieux de mémoire).
As such, it preserves a more subjective, direct view of history, which is necessarily non-
histographic. Thus, material along with non-material historic events, places and persons
build these places of memory, which always possess a historical dimension as well as a
memorial dimension. It is this memorial dimension that stores e.g. symbolic or functional
meanings of such a place. For this reason, various changes of symbolic interpretations
over time can be made transparent by using Nora's concept. This clearly is an advantage
when dealing with a figure like Ninomiya, who was actually a practice-oriented intelle-
ctual in the late Edo-period, but is nowadays widely remembered for his juvenile image
of a diligent learner. This article tries to show, how and why this shift of his image
took place, due to the extensive use of Ninomiya's image in moral education in the

Meiji-period.

Keywords
Ninomiya Sontoku, Pierre Nora, Lieux de mémoire, collective memory, moral

education
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