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RCoOBHCHEZIREEZRI. BHEAIC HZEMIUIC I ROHIRIZER I N/ HOT, Znll
HOBFRPRRICIE EDD TERPEELHIE - B& L5,

LS50 EODFRIT. FBEK LD TN T TRV, REHOERIZ L > TRAEDOENL
BB B E VD, NVT 4V P UBET D, REGTICERRICEN UL &3, FEouts
A ASAIALTH %, PEHAZEFRIC, TOFEPRSEE, T A, VVTR—IL, BB,
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FHEZ ISR LoD DHE TR L2 WD, O ORAE, VY HR—L, BEOKRIC D
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BRI, T LARA L BRI RES b7=6 L. BEHNART % L REHORICE £



210

LW EWDERPR,

DEFPRETVTHELEDT, MO, TVTKBARETHRREEORE LK
Vo 2V THEIRDB EDICT VTHETIE., BMEDA A —VPRERELOTICEAD
BWEICEEEAHDTIRHZV, ZIE2ICEAOHORERICALSERLEH I N T
Teo L2LADSNALBZORFINT - [7V7I2] BOOLNLREHAOHEES &
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DOG&M L BFEPBEIICEFEIN, BEOL & TRERAEFREED, RICERBOFEMLELS
hBHZE, TbbMENERFFROBLCEANLHEROBF LD &, BEOREREL
£THDHERNE, BEHRICBCTEOPICREN L FREABE GERINBED, £S5 L
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MERAZHH L, BrNcBReT oIk LE LEVWERAAONS, MFZ D Lz
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SO, HEL L ORSFREOE(LY, REIHOBEWUE TS S L2, TYTHS

(2o MERER] FFH) Z2ORRLIE D B LURIGARRETE, EMERDLZ D
LB HRICEAN TS VD, BRO L CAOFR AT, AR (EREREETV
D) REEHIT. 2 & 237 VTHERCEITEN TS, H5VP< L LRBATIZS T
HoT, ETRFERBLHELORERER L., LEADbIC T+ ERELMSPERINSTHA
5EVDTLTHS, REFHROBEREET LD TRAVA, REFHOMRA M2 /-8
RCREETRTNEROT, BICAHBEO U ER L BROCE T Lick- T, BRE:
HRICHEIEREABIRTELLWILDTHHT),

FEE OBE (192411818AR<=5)8) T, AREMORTEFHIRFRBICILLT
LLIFHETERL, 74 VEVOBA, BETHL D LBESIRBIC L > TRAKRTH S LN
TWh, ZITHLREHOMRLAL LT, BEOHBPHMSIEHBIN THS, SOICERE
LA LMROEEEY 7+ VEVTHB I 50 2hDTHEELORBMAR LTS, U—
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ROBWEETH 5, EBZNE L2200 eBb LW ERTLD S, XFRD O Tk
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ld, T BHSCEBUCEIAHEE L TR E LTHERT AL, WOTEY 5V —DEFHIC
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ThabbZd L TBER] 1T & > TRRFE LSRR X A F I X ABREbh, BRid
ML) L2023V, MATBRRERMT HBENREHMHS, ULHOBEDEE X %
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Towards democracy as an intercultural system
KAJIWARA Kageaki

In the era of globalization and the resurgence of democracy, a question “Whether
democracy really overcomes hindrances of cultures, nations, and civilizations?” emerges again.
We come across a number of euphoric and optimistic views on the matter. However, there have
been much discussed attempts to raise skeptical views on the possibility of further democratiza-
tion of the World. Especially in non-Western societies, there emerges skepticism on thorough
democratization, from a sort of utilitarian view point, such as a question asking about the
possibility of a viable democracy for economic development. On the other hand, some others
have pointed out that democracy based upon Western experience might not fit for non-Western

socio-cultural environment.

A skepticism that democracy might not be fullfledged within a foreign environment has
been shared by the Western observers. They sorted out several particular cultural aspects which
would impede the realization of full democracy in non-European societies. Paternalism, par-
ticular notions of power, collectivism, and kin network are among those impediments. In this
context, democracy, though seemingly universal, appears culture-specific to Western civiliza-
tion. Although democracy is propagated as a universal formula and encouraged to be adopted by
non-Westerners, all of shortcomings of non-Western democracy is attributed to deficiencies in

their culture.

In this paper, I would like to make an attempt to situate democratic possibility in
multicultural context. And further to refer a preview of democracy as an intercultural system.
By introducing some well-pronounced views on the interrelations between democracy and
culture, and between democracy and economic development, I try to draw attention to an on-go-
ing development in oversymbolization of democracy, which strangely shared by optimists and
pessimists alike. It is also shared by staunch antagonists of universal applicability of democracy,
and its universal propagandists, as well. Democracy is hailed as an absolute universal, while it is
regarded as cultural particular. At the same time, some eager aspirants confuse
democracy (political) with other dream-like achievements such as social stability and economic

progress by their sheer over-expectation.

Another problematic I refer here is the mode of democratic transmission from one culture

to the other. This transmission, which might be diffusion, culture contact, or even imposition,
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‘sometimes traces a quite irrelevant path for transmitting a human “commom good”.An outright

criticism by the Westerners against authoritarianism and under-development of democracy in
non-Western societies seems to be a non-democratic way of inter-cultural communication. It
rather reminds of a century-old mode of transcivilizational encounter including colonial and im-
perial transmission of the superior culture to the inferiors. In order to make a breakthrough, we
must reduce both impositive manner of the sender and the culturel chauvinism of the receiver to
the minimal extent. In other word, it is urgent to develop democracy as an inter-cultural system,

more than ever.



