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SUMMARY

“Fujibitai Tsukuba no Shigeyama”:
A Case Study of Kawatake Mokuami's Playwriting Techniques

Jihye Kmm

Kawatake Mokuami (1816~1893) is one of the greatest Kabuki playwrights
who worked in the last Edo period and early Meiji period. Mokuami gained a
reputation for his Shiranami-mono (White wave plays) that portrays bandits. After
the Meiji Restoration (1868), he began to write Zangiri-mono (Cropped-hair plays)
which reflects the new era.

Previous studies about Zangiri-mono tend to pay attention to new civilization
or characters it depicts and generally consider that as representations of the new
time period. This article, however, intend to argue that it is necessary to examine
how the Zangiri-mono connected to the Kabuki plays written before its birth,
through which it points out the common features of Zangiri-mono of the Meiji
period and Sewa-mono (contemporary plays in contrast to historical plays) of the
Edo period.

“Fujibitai Tsukuba no Shigeyama” (& 1405 %11, premiered in 1877), a
revenge drama of a woman disguised as a man, would be an excellent example to
address the connection of Zangiri-mono and Sewa-mono mentioned above. Unlike
the previous studies that focus mainly on the theme of women disguised as men,
this study, however, argues that the using of a material getting from a newspaper
results from the relationship between the theater and the newspaper company
rather than intended by Mokuami. In this case, the announcement of forthcoming
plays (Katari on Tsuji-banzuke) is the key to look into the intention of Mokuami.
Through a close ananlysis of Katari, it becomes apparent that Mokuami used the
basic structure of “Minohikari Otake no Isahoshi” (& JEHMT ), premiered in 1864)
written by himself and borrowed some plots of “Sakurahime Azuma Bunsho”
(FEIR R SCEE | premiered in 1817) written by Tsuruya Namboku IV,

These facts demonstrate that Mokuami made full use of his own style of
Sewa-mono and a playwriting technique that was already existing during the last
part of the Edo period, to meet the need of creation of Zangiri-mono, the new
genre of Kabuki in the Meiji period.
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