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SUMMARY

On Huang Zunxian's “Song of Taiwan”

Thom van Dam

This paper provides an analysis and translation of “Song of Taiwan” (Taiwan
Xing) by Huang Zunxian, a poem on the Japanese Invasion of Taiwan in 1895,
which is part of a larger series of poems he wrote on the Sino-Japanese War of
1894-1895. In a mostly narrative epic poem, Huang first describes how eager the
Taiwanese were to defend their newly formed Republic, praising their courage and
valor, only for the poem to take a drastic turn and switch to the humiliating
capitulation to the Japanese a few days after. The paper attempts to address both
the historical reasons, as well as the personal reasons for Huang Zunxian to portray

the Taiwanese resistance movement as he did.





