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SUMMARY

Defiant Rock Music:
Anti- aging Orientation in Sam Shepard’s Plays

Michitaka MoriMOTO

In order to compete with the next generation, male characters in Sam Shepard’
s plays show the tendency toward anti-aging orientation by laying great emphasis on
appealing their physical power like violent actions, or escaping from their present
situation like retiring into the desert or killing themselves. For Shepard, rock music
means the symbol of the counter culture among young people in the 1960s to which
he himself belongs as one of them. Shepard himself escaped from his situation in
America, and went to London, the center of rock music at that time. His attempts to
resist the old order in America are brought together in his The Tooth of Crime (1972)
written in London. We can give a new interpretation of the original version of Hoss,
the representative of the old generation, by comparing with the new character, Hoss,
and his relationship with Crow, the young star, in the revised version, The Tooth of
Crime (Second Dance). In this revised version, Shepard’s interest in rock music
grows weaker, rock image in the description of the characters disappears, and lyrics
sung in these plays by the characters greatly change. In this version, we can find a lot
of expressions of “death” and “stopping.” At the same time, the blood of Hoss, who
commits suicide with knife, flowing toward the audience emphasize the image of
“stopping” at the present moment of “death.” This “stopping” represents the symbol
of male “anti-aging” because it resists the time passage in the ultimate way, the
stopping of our lives, that is, the death. By analyzing these plays in detail, we can

open up a new perspective in Sam Shepard’s plays.





