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SUMMARY

A Comparative Analysis between
Akutagawa Ryunosuke's Kubi Ga Ochita Hanashi and
Pu Songling’s Zhucheng Moujia

Chaoya CHEN

Akutagawa Ryunosuke’s short story titled Kubi Ga Ochita Hanashi was
published in Shin Cho, January 1918. According to him, the story is coming from
Zhucheng Moujia (F3%H:) | a short story of Liaozhai Zhiyi (W1FiE5) which is
Chinese famous strange story collection by Pu Songling (ili#A%%) in the Qing
dynasty. Although many researches have been taken, but those researches only
compare the difference between two works from plots.

This paper attempts to do a comparative analysis between Kubi Ga Ochita
Hanashi and Zhucheng Moujia. The features of Zhucheng Moujia can be clarified so
that the reason why Akutagawa Ryunosuke chosed it as a source book will also be
unraveled. Kubi Ga Ochta Hanashi is not only following the plots, but also the
construction and the Didacticism of Zhucheng Moujia. However, as the theme of
Zhucheng Moujia focus on destiny and heaven, the theme of Kubi Ga Ochita

Hanashi goes in the opposite direction and focus on peoples’s way of life.





