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SUMMARY

Sugawara Dosai and Yashiro Hirokata's Handscroll of Paintings and

Poems on Twenty Views of Shitraku-en

NAKAMURA Manami

This paper focuses on Handscroll of Paintings and Poems on Twenty Views
of Shiiraku-en (Senshu Bunko Museum) by Sugawara Dosai (1772-1821), a
painter patronised by Akita Domain, and Yashiro Hirokata (1758-1841), a
Tokugawa shogunate’s amanuensis. This work consists of paintings and poems
extolling Shiiraku-en, the garden in Edo residence owned by Akita Domain. In
1805 (Bunka2), the ninth feudal lord of Akita, Satake Yoshimasa (1775-1812),
made his scholar, Yamamoto Hokuzan (1752-1812), name this garden and choose
the twenty scenic views. Two years later, Dosai and Hirokata visited Shitraku-en
and started on this work. Shiiraku-en is no longer in existence and therefore this
work is only a trace of this garden.

In Daimyo culture, the garden was a vital space for their official business
and personal pleasure. As it has already been pointed out, paintings, poems, and
records played a prominent role to add value to daimyo gardens that embody their
owners’ artistic attainments. Poeticising and pictorialising Shiiraku-en would also
have aimed to project an image of an outstanding garden. D0sai’s paintings are
carefully planned in regard to the balance between idealism and realism. The
beholders would enjoy the poetic atmosphere and have a sense of actually strolling
in this garden.

Subsequently, the essay examines this work from the viewpoint of the praise
for a strong and wise ruler. Hirokata’s inscription and poets obviously glorify this
garden’s owner, Yoshimasa. Hirokata exalted Yoshimasa's contribution to
strengthening national defence potential, referring to this garden’s non-poetic sites
such as the sheds of weapon and gun powder. In this work, Shitraku-en symbolises
both literary and military arts Yoshimasa completed.

The essay concludes with a discussion focuses on the reception of the
contemporary garden paintings by Tani Buncho (1763-1840). Dosai and Hirokata
seem to have been strongly conscious of Buncho's garden paintings as a model.
Especially the concept of this work is quite similar to that of Eleven Views of
Yokuon-en (Tenri Central Library) which Buncho painted for his patron,
Matsudaira Sadanobu (1758-1829), whose political platform heavily influenced
Yoshimasa.





