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SUMMARY

Theory and Significance of ‘Theatrical Body’ by Tetsuo ARAKAWA

Tomiko NAKAGAWA

In the 1960s, the revolts against the former regime occurred in the various
fields, such as student movements and the conflict over the Japan-US Security
Treaty. Although there was a tendency to consider Shingeki as outdated from the
perspective of Underground Theatre, of course there also was similar defiance from
inside itself. Since the beginning of the movement, Shingeki has pursued its basic
policy to establish an original Japanese modern theatre. To accomplish such a goal,
its practitioners decided to take the western theatre as a model and reject traditional
Japanese theatre. It can be said that in 1960s they increasingly became more self-
critical, though they always repeated identification and self-criticism through its
history. It was not rare that a part of the tendency was revealed through the
representations of the new trend; the avant-garde plays or that of theatre of the
absurd.

In 1959, the avant-garde plays: such as John Osborne, Samuel Beckett, Eugéne
Tonesco, Edward Albee and so on, were performed by the theatre company
Bungakuza atelier. Most of them were staged by the inexperienced young performers
and staffs, therefore the performances were evaluated merely as trial ‘introduction’ of
new trend so far. However the influence of the performances has not been much
researched. Tetsuo ARAKAWA was one of the young directors of the Bungakuza
atelier, who especially took a positive attitude toward staging these plays. Indeed he
premiered Look back in anger in 1959, Lesson and Rhinoceros in 1960, Leader and
Chair in 1961 and The Zoo Story in 1963. He also staged them with the purpose to
revolt Shingeki, however his point of view toward the western new trend plays was
different from the other contemporaries. From the very beginning of his debut as a
director, Arakawa started criticizing Shingeki poignantly, and took up a lack of the
‘Theatrical Body'. He gradually formed his theory through the representations of the
avant-garde plays, and aimed to establish the ‘Theatrical Body' in Shingeki. Here this
paper surveys on Arakawa's statements and theatre practices chronologically,
examines how they affected the formation of his theory, and then reevaluates the

significance of the avant-garde plays in Shingeki those days.





