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SUMARRY

Overlays of Aerial Photographs Archived at National Archives, Records
and Administration at College Park (NARA Archives II):
Toward Construction of a Geographic Retrieval System by GIS

Ren’ya Sato, Baofeng Li and Tsukasa TAKAHASHI

This article aims to show outlines of authors’ plan to construct a geographic
retrieval system of aerial photographs archived at National Archives, Records and
Administration at College Park (NARA, Archives II) using digital overlay files made
and released at NARA.

In NARA, enormous amount of aerial photographs, which had been taken or
collected by US federal organizations such as CIA and DIA for the purpose of
military affairs, reconnaissance and surveys, are archived and released for public
use. Recently digitizing of overlays and catalogues for users’ search has been
proceeded and convenience for archival research has been greatly improved.
However, current search system at the NARA website doesn’t have function to
search target photographs on a map, and therefore the whole picture of the NARA
aerial photo archive is difficult to grasp.

In May 2018, authors began works for processing, arranging and aggregating
digital overlays data using GIS, to visualize the whole picture and regional details of
the NARA aerial photograph archive. By the end of August, authors completed to
count the number of overlays by every latitude/longitude one degree mesh and to
input them to GIS files. In this paper, authors described details of the procedure as

well as current findings and future prospects.





