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SUMMARY

The Morpho-syntactic Features of Interrogative Sentences and Sentence-

Final Particles =na and =ina in Osaka Dialect

Chie TakAGI

This paper focuses on the structure of interrogative sentences and the
grammatical features of sentence-final particles (SFPs) =na and =ina in the two
types of question sentences in Osaka dialect, namely, the polar question and the
content question. Both types differ in intonation, predicate forms and the co-
occurrence of SFPs. The polar question includes; (1) rising intonation in the end of
the sentence, (2) non-use of copular =ja as a predicate marker in nominative
sentences, and (3) co-occurrence with a SFP =ka as an interrogative marker. On the
other hand, the content question requires interrogative pro-forms such as dare ‘who’,
nani ‘what’, icu ‘when’, doko ‘where’ and nande ‘why’. Also, the content question is
contrastive in which the rising intonation is not obligatory, the copular =ja is
optional, and the use of SFP =ka is grammatically incorrect.

SFPs =na and =ina are not used in the polar question but in the content
question without rising intonation. However, their connection is syntactically limited
to a certain part of speech. That is, =na requires the explanation markers such as =n,
=noN, =neN and it does not allow direct connection with other predicates. Unlike
other general SFPs, =na can occur right after =~ without copular =ja, although =~
has grammatical features of nominative. This indicates that =na and copular are
mutually exclusive in syntax, leading to the prediction that =na may have derived
from a conditional form of copular, =nara, which is observed in content question
sentences in other dialects. The other SFP =ina mandatorily comes just after
interrogative pro-forms mentioned above, e.g. dareena (< dare=ina) ‘Who is it?". It
does not occur with other predicates even if the sentence contains interrogative pro-

forms.





