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SUMMARY

The Possibilities of Critical Regionalism and Regional Studies:

Fieldwork on Exchange and Negotiation in Northern Hyogo Prefecture

Alexander GINNAN

Keywords: Critical Regionalism, Regional Studies, Kami Town, Cheung Wook Jang,
Cultural Exchange

How can one focus on a region without falling into the trap of chauvinism?
Should a regional perspective strive towards macro-level universalism or emphasize
micro-level specificities? In 1983, architectural historian Kenneth Frampton
proposed the notion of a critical regionalism in response to such questions, as a
means of mediating between universal and locally particular tendencies in building
design. Though critical regionalism has since been considered by theorists beyond
the context of architecture, there has been a lack of further development on the
critical nature of Frampton’s thesis.

In order to engage critical regionalism from a new perspective, this essay will
discuss a regional studies project which examined a stone sculpture located in
northern Hyogo Prefecture, Rendezvous After 1400 Years (1992) by the Korean artist
Cheung Wook Jang (1960-). Created during an international sculpture symposium
held in the former town of Muraoka (Kami Town), Cheung’s work references
exchange and negotiation with the Korean peninsula dating back over fourteen
centuries. This theme of cultural exchange will be considered in relation to the
double-bind of universality and specificity that underlies the concept of a region.
While Rendezvous After 1400 Years may not provide a resolution to this incongruity
on its own, it will be argued that an analysis of this case based on the theories of
critical regionalism can point to new possibilities for regional studies and a regional

perspective.





