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SUMMARY

Michizo Tachihara—A Library with a Bell Tower:
A Novel Architectural Pursuit Found in 9 Design Drawings

Toshiko OkamoTo

Michizo Tachihara learned architecture at Tokyo University around in the
middle of 1930’s. He was a promising student, who was also a poet. He wrote poems
as designing buildings, and designed buildings as writing poems. In those days,
Modernism was the focus of attention in Japanese architecture. Tachihara, however,
pursued the design which was highly functional, but at the same time allowed people
to have a relaxed, quality time. In this thesis, examination and analysis were
conducted on Tachihara’s design concept based on three kinds of materials. The first
material is the sketches sent to his friends in his letters, the second is rough drafts.
The third is nine completed design drawings. As Tachihara himself made it clear the
library design was inspired by Northern-style architecture, more precisely, by The
Stockholm City Hall. His library shares a lot of common features with the Stockholm
City Hall. However, there are also differences. According to the floor plan, the
library faces the main street and has three stories with one basement floor. There is a
courtyard inside and, in its center, there are two reading rooms, each for 500 people.
One of them is located on the first floor, and the other on the third floor. There is also
one reading room for women only and one reading room for children and a research
room. Each room is so designed as to allow a comfortable amount of sunlight to
come in. As a novel feature, there is a tea room on the third floor, which allows direct
access to the rooftop garden. This shows that Tachihara paid special attention to
making the library a comfortable and relaxing place for the users. Another novel
feature is two auditoriums, one for adults and the other for children. The former has
a capacity for the audience of 1000. The library also has a bell tower, which no other
library in those days had. The sounds of a bell tower travel far beyond the library’s
premises into the city area. This fact may show Tachihara’s intention to make the
library part of the city life, not just an isolated physical entity. All facts mentioned
above indicate that Tachihara pursued a harmony of a functional perspective and a
humanistic perspective in his architectural design.





