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Things base and vile, holding no quantity,
Love can transpose to form and dignity:
Love looks not with the eyes, but with the mind ;
And therefore is wing’d Cupid painted blind :
Nor hath Love’s mind of any judgement taste;
Wings and no eyes figure unheedy haste:
And therefore is Love said to be a child,
Because in choice he is so oft beguiled.
W. Shakespeare
A Midsummer-Night’s Dream: 232-239
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SEEING
Shingo HIGUCHI

PART I SEEING WITH THE MIND

Shakespeare said “Love sees not with the eyes, but with the mind” (A Midsummer-
Night’s Dream). The most skilled assembly workers don’t see the structures of the
object, but the functions of it. His remark is pertinent to express this situation.

The author made a simulation experiment of the skill formation in an assembly of
a wagon. It is consisted of many parts. The subject makes it according to the model.
At first, he must see the model many times, but finally everyone could make it
without seeing the picture, even if loaded by dual tasks. He “sees not with the eyes,
but with the mind”.

Then the subject was ordered to recall and draw his mental image of the wagon.
The results showed that he could only recall and draw the functions of parts which
are useful for assembly, moreover, he must explain by words to correct the deficiencies
of the pictured wagon.

This leads the author to the other problem about nature of pictures in art history.
He selected “Madonna with the long neck” by Parmigianino, and discussed on the
representations of his ideas in this picture, concluding that although it must have
been necessary for the artist to explain his ideas by some words, he had so wonderful
skill (maniera) that he could express his all thoughts completely in the drawings.

The author, thus, found some resemblances between his subjects and mannierists,
but, to his sorrow, he also felt very difficult to grasp the true state of “seeing with

mind”.
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PART II VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE

Velazquez’s “The Toilet of Venus” is a famous picture which almost all art critics
admire heartly. Most of them utter an exclamation at her beautiful body and never
take attention on the ugly face which is reflected in the mirror held by Cupid. The
first critic who pointed out this unsightly face is Prof. Ikegami of Kobe University.
After the author had read his discussion, there occurred a “turn over” of beauty in
his system of appreciation, because he has at once recalled the Bosch’s picture in
which a girl faints looking her face in a mirror held by a devil. Then the author
knows that the beauty of female body has sometimes the meaning of vanity. This
experience may give a suggestion about visible and invisible.

The author found that Watsuji’s appreciation of an Amida picture is an example
of the beauty’s turn over, because when he looked this picture at first, he never
thought it is one of the best pictures in Heian Age, but his friend’s advice has made
him possible to realize the true value of this picture. Thus, there is always a turn
over of beauty or a change from invisible to visible and the reverse.

Then the author has chosen Goya’s “Giant”. In this picture a donkey is drawn
that looks very calm and easy in the confusion of the scene of a giant. Hotta thought
this animal may be a symbol of quiet life in the war, but in the author’s opinion it
represents an obstinate and stubborn character of the donkey and also of the painter.
Some reasons why this turn over of beauty or meaning occurred are discussed.

At last the author puts forward his theory about the beauty of Rembrandt’s “Fam-
ily”. His opinion may seem quite strange, unfamiliar for most readers, but at least it
will prove that there are many turn overs of beauty in the established reputations of

the pictures in this world.



