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Proficiency of Speaking Japanese of Returnees from Japan in Lima:
An Analysis of Their Ability
with the Dialogic Language Assessment for JSL Students (DLA)
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Abstract
This study examined how eight children (age: 12-17; age of arrival to Peru (AAP): 7-15;
length of stay in Peru (LSP): 0.5-6.5 years) who moved to Peru after being educated in
the Japanese school system for part or most of their language development period
maintained Japanese. Japanese speaking proficiency was measured by using the
Dialogic Language Assessment for Japanese as a Second Language (DLA) introduced by
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, and two aspects were

analyzed: basic conversation ability and cognitive ability. Findings show that both AAP
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and LSP are related to the maintenance of overall proficiency. For instance, late
returners, whose AAP is higher, tend to maintain vocabulary and the accuracy of gram-
mar more than earlier ones. Furthermore, among basic conversation abilities, pronun-
ciation, fluency, and ability to construct simple sentences can be maintained even if
children leave Japan in their lower grades and their AAPs are low. However, this study
found that cognitive proficiency cannot be maintained unless they stay until higher

grades in elementary school.
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DNRHETHD] L5, WEIISA VAT AAEIFIL2 2857 58fETL1 %%@
KUL2F/ VUMD ZEaE 90, BMUIXL 11T 5B TL2 28153 25m
BHIAAL Y B Y R 0L END (Lambert, 1977), LrL, BHATEST-EbI-HOR:
FRHE L, FETHIIR o TCOBTZD S U VUV EETHZ IFHFEMICE L (K
A« =R, 2014; Sakamoto, 2006) &3z HILTUVD,

NAYTNDOLT EL2IE, REVIZITES BRDLEETHoTHIHRNEZATD
RRNVRIF LD D Z &% [ 2 5B AWK (Cummins, 2001) | &9, 2 FaEE
BT HOIE, HIREZME, BARNEREORWEEEEI LB X O T1D, F
72, Cummins (2003) (%, SiEHEI %, REEOVISE : Conversational Fluency (CF)
LIRS RERE ) : Discrete Language Skill (DLS). ZF}7E 55568/ © Academic
Language Proficiency (ALP) (238 USSR DENE ] 5T Uiz, CF ITEREN
BT 2HFRE, DLS b BICBRH D8 TEH 2B AT/ b DO THIUT 2 4
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