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Abstract of Thesis

This dissertation presents a summary of the results of the study on behavior-level modeling, top-down design
approach and FPGA implementation of a controller-based All-Digital Phase-Locked Loop (ADPLL) during
research at Integrated Quantum Devices Area in Division of Electrical, Electronic and Information Engineering,
Graduate School of Engineering, Osaka University. In this study through the top-down design approach,
insights into essential system characteristics by mathematical and analytical modeling of the PLLs are
described. From the behavior-level modeling, the design flow and implementation of the controller-based ADPLL
on the FPGA are presented. This dissertation is organized into five chapters. The summary of each chapter is
as follows:

In Chapter 1, the background and motivation behind the study are described. It covers the fundamentals of
PLL which is one of the basic building blocks of modern electronic systems.

In Chapter 2, the design procedure of a controller-based ADPLL architecture with a phase selection mechanism
is described. Comprehensive z-domain and its linearly approximated s-domain models of the controller-based
ADPLL are presented. By using the standard two-pole control system transfer function, the essential
characteristics of the system are verified. The closed-loop operation of the ADPLL eliminates the phase and
frequency errors for step phase and frequency changes in the input. A behavior-level simulation based on Verilog
and Verilog-A models in 130-nm CMOS technology with a supply voltage of 0.7 V is performed to validate the
modeling using Cadence AMS simulator. The step response of the system through behavior-level simulation and
from analytical z- and s-domain models show close agreement.

In Chapter 3, the design and implementation of the controller-based ADPLL on FPGA are demonstrated. A
fully-synthesizable AY modulator-based digitally-controlled ring-oscillator (ring-DCO) design in Verilog is
presented. This architecture has fully digital control and fractional tuning range using the AX modulator. The
ring-DCO does not contain library-specific cells and can be synthesized independent of the standard cell library,
thus making the design portable and reducing the time required to fit for different semiconductor processes
considerably. Implemented ring-DCO has a wide tuning range and high-frequency resolution. Through a real-
time FPGA emulation setup in LabVIEW environment, the functionality of the ADPLL is verified. This
technique is useful to verify some parameters of ADPLL featuring discrete-time operation and quantization
errors.

In Chapter 4, the design considerations for a high-speed, low-power and large division ratios of a programmable
frequency divider are described. In this study, a novel high-speed, low-power pulse-swallow frequency divider
with a retiming scheme is demonstrated. With the proposed retiming scheme, the division ratio offset is
eliminated and critical path delay is reduced enabling high-speed operation. The proposed divider designed and
fabricated on 130-nm CMOS technology achieved low-power consumption among previously reported dividers
in GHz operations.

Finally, in Chapter 5, the study and results of behavior-level modeling and top-down approach design of the

controller-based ADPLL are summarized, and this dissertation is concluded.
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