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Abstract 

The number of fraud victims in Japan remains at a high level. Older adults account for 
78% of the victims, and approximately one-third of them are suspected to have dementia. This 
study aimed to summarize existing research that examined the psychological characteristics and 
cognitive functions related to fraud victimization or vulnerability in older adults. The current 
issues on research and practice related to the prevention of fraud victimization were also 
discussed. The psychological characteristics found in previous studies were as follows: being 
younger in age, having a higher level of education, having a higher level of depression, having 
more social activities, taking higher risk, having higher emotional arousal, having less 
honesty-humility and conscientiousness, and having less economic literacy. A low cognitive 
function typified by mild cognitive impairment was consistently correlated with fraud 
victimization or vulnerability identified in previous research should be considered, when 
preparing interventions for fraud attacks. In addition, to prevent older adults with low cognitive 
function from being victimized, it is necessary  to cooperate with their family members, local 
welfare experts, and crime prevention experts. 
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Appendix. Research design and significantly correlated variables with fraud experience in previous research for older adults.




