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Study on the Folding Screens of Wakanoura and Itsukushima:

Essey on the Genre Paintings of Famous Places (Meisho)

NAMIKI, Seishi

In this article, we use “Wakanoura and Itsukushima Folding Screen” (Santa Barbara Museum
of Art) as a hint to consider the establishment of genre painting of famous places (Meisho), which
depicts the customs of people gathering at famous places.

This work, unlike others, has a well-organized composition and has a harmonious
relationship and a sense of visual unity as a pair of folding screens. These characteristics indicate
that this is an early example of the series of genre painting of Meisho, one that retains the old
style. This then suggests that this work may be custom-made based on the wishes of the person
who placed the order.

The person who ordered this work may be Asano Mitsuakira (1617-93), who is connected
with both Wakanoura and Itsukushima. In 1648, Mitsuakira, who succeeded his father Nagaakira
to become the second feudal lord of the Aki domain, built Toshoga Shrine near Hiroshima Castle
and held the annual festival commemorating the 50th anniversary of Ieyasu’s death at the shrine in
1666. Furthermore, after Mitsuakira handed the headship of his family to his eldest son, he took
the alias “Kiimori” in 1673. It is evident that in Hiroshima, Mitsuakira was deeply interested in

Kisha where Tokugawa Yorinobu, also his cousin, was the feudal lord.
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