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Yokohama Scarfs Exported to Africa:
The Involvement of the United Africa Company

MONDEN, Sonoko

After World War II, Yokohama scarf exports grew into a major localized Japanese industry. In
this paper, I will examine the involvement of the United Africa Company (UAC; a British
company established in 1929 and merged with Unilever in 1987) in the creation of national/
ethnic images printed on scarfs for the African market.

In an inventory of approximately 150,000 Yokohama scarfs (held by the Yokohama City
Economic Affairs Bureau’s Industry and Technology Support Center), which were recognized as
objects for preservation by the Japan Export Scarf Manufacturing Cooperative Association (1957—
1986), we find items with the description “UAC” or “UAC Design”. Some Yokohama scarfs were
ordered by UAC from Yokohama manufacturers and then made their way to Africa. The scarfs
with UAC-owned designs include portraits of the British royal family in around 1957, when
registration began, as well as those celebrating the birth of new states in around 1960, when a
succession of African countries became independent. Around the latter period, the representations
of states and ethnic groups exported to Africa imitated the representations of European ones.

Having considered existing studies regarding the relation between African prints and Japan,
this paper offers the following three points: (1) Considering that Yokohama scarfs adopted designs
often used in West African wax prints, in the Yokohama scarf industry, rather than taking direct
orders from the West, “classic” design meta-imitations, which continue to be copied today, were
produced and exported to Africa amid a disorderly situation in which multiple copyright holders
existed in the Netherlands and Britain. (2) Through clarifying the nature of the direct
communication of the UAC, which was skilled in marketing and mediated between the
Netherlands, Britain, and Africa, with Yokohama scarf manufacturers, the scarfs manufactured in
Yokohama with the UAC made their way to Africa. (3) Before and after the independence of
African countries, an African identity, which was reaffirmed to celebrate the birth of new states,
was born amid a global economy and market principles, and former colonies were involved in its
formation. Japan, which at the time was undergoing rapid economic growth, repeatedly
reproduced images and was involved in making representations of African states and ethnic groups
look “traditional.” I will examine the abovementioned three points based on the case of Yokohama

scarfs being manufactured and exported through British-Japan—Africa circulation channels.





