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Fukuzawa Yukichi, Muhammad Abduh and the
Western Civilization
—Their Approach towards the Principles

of Scientific Rationalism—

Hassan HARB

In this research, I will examine how Fukuzawa Yukichi (1835-1901) and
Muhammad Abduh (1849-1905) accepted Western civilization and in particular
the scientific thought and rationalism of the 19thy century Europe. To clarify this
point, while reading the works of philosophy of science by Western thinkers, such
as the skeptical thought of Descartes, Rousseau’s ideas of human rights, Clifford’s
scientific thought and conscience, J.S. Mill’s freedom of thought and utilitarian-
ism, etc., I will discuss the scientific thought of Fukuzawa and Abduh. Among
others, I chose Clifford, since he seems to be a representative author of Western
scientific thought and his writings are the best touchstone with which we can ex-
amine the difference between Abduh and Fukuzawa’s ideas.

In my view, the biggest difference between Abduh and Fukuzawa is their attitude
towards Western thought and to what extent they adopted it and made it their own.
For instance, the principle of Western thought as is shown in Clifford’s writings,
could be clearly and amazingly precisely observed in Fukuzawa’s writings. He firm-
ly believed man’s ability to obtain any kind of knowledge and ethical knowledge
was no exception in this regards. Even if Abduh encouraged the teaching of physics,
philosophy and science at schools in Egypt and tried to analyze social problems and
religious issues based on them, his scientific thought was to a great extent predeter-
mined by the Qoran and Sunna (Prophet Muhammad’s sayings and deeds).

As a result, Fukuzawa has been recognized among researchers as an enlightened
forerunner to adopt Western civilization. Nevertheless, Abduh adopted only partially
the ideas of modemn European scientific thought. To conclude, although Fukuzawa
and Abduh were certainly affected by the Western science and philosophy, Abduh’s
scientific thought is different from Fukuzawa’s for its explicit religious tenet.



