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This is an exploratory case study to examine the identity fluctuation of Japanese-
Canadian male individual, as he acquired the second culture along with the second
language. The informant was born and raised in Canada and his ethnicity is Japanese. He
acquired the Japanese language and culture from his parents, through his studies at an
extracurricular Japanese school, and through his stays in Japan. Even though he was
born and raised in Canada, his Japanese language is native-like.

The study revealed that the informant’s identity had two major parts, and one showed
the “Japnese-ness”, and the other showed the “Canadian-ness”, and most of the collected
data showed a strong identity from the Japanese side. Also, the Canadian side of his
identity rose to the surface only when he had a sense of rivalry towards America.

The identity features that showed his Japanese side were seen in the following
scenes.

(1) Modest way to express what he has done.

(2) Use of Japanese greeting words such as “Ttadakimasu” or “Gochisousama.”
(3) Choice of Japanese middle name.

{4) How to identify his “generation” of Japanese ancestry.

(5) Japanese fashion style.

(6) Choice of Japanese language.

(7) Perspective toward marriage.

Also, the informant appeared to be affected by the second culture acquisition rather
than the second language itself. In developing his knowledge of the Japanese language, he
was able to learn more about Japanese culture and Japanese people’s ways of thinking, and
it helped to establish the “Japanese-ness” in his identity. The informant has two sisters, and

they are also very fluent in the Japanese language. However, only the informant among the
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siblings showed a strong Japanese identity. One possible explanation for this behavioral
tendency may be the informant’s exposure to indigenous Japanese culture for a prolonged
period through his stays in Japan in his early childhood, which his two sisters didn't
experience.

For this reason, I can set up a hypothesis that “the acquisition of authentic culture”

has more impact on the identity formation than “the acquisition of language.”
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