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In the face of Japanese society’s modernization and internationalization at the end of
the nineteenth century, how did the school of Shintd nativism propounded by Hirata
Atsutane transform itself to accommodate the new era? This thesis is a study of the
conditions surrounding the writings of Miyachi Izuo, known as the authority of Shints
during the Meiji and Taishé periods, who became a disciple of the Hirata School in 1867.

Hirata nativism, which greatly influenced the realization of the Meiji Restoration
(ishin), was an ideological school that sought to reconcile the ancient traditions of the
world around Shint6 scripture, and elucidate Japan's mytho-historical traditions within the
framework of global history. However, within less than a decade of the Restoration, the
ideology had fallen into decline, criticized for its circular reasoning. This was a result of
the ineffectiveness of its successors. The transmission of Hirata nativism required both
interdisciplinary learning as well as a hermeneutic mastery not only of Shinto scripture
but also of the highly regarded secrets of the neo-Taoist “study of mystery” (gengaku, Ch.
- hsuan-hsueh). Without any candidates to fill these desiderata, its scholarly stagnation was
inescapable.

Against the backdrop of both Christian proselytism and the rise of the Freedom and
People's Rights Movement, Miyachi Izuo, a government educator, perceived the necessity
of reforming Hirata nativism. With the help of Miyachi Yoriki, he interpreted the neo-
Taoist tradition and introduced a social evolutionism into Hirata nativism to help it
accommodate the new era. The resulting theory of Shintd, while retaining the chief spirit
of Hirata nativism, engaged with the ideologies and religions of all the countries and ages
of the world, enabling its acceptance by a future, global humanity. Although Miyachi left
behind a great number of written lectures in accordance with his own concepts, he died

entrusting the completion of his work to his successors.

* A Study on Izuo Miyachi’s Improvement of Hirata Nativism (KURODA Sotoku)
** KRR ERFEREFE SRR % 3R
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Whereas Hirata nativism had previously been chiefly concerned with the
hermeneutics of Shinté tradition, the present study argues that in reading a theory of
social evolutionism into Hirata nativism to establish an ideclogy premised upon its
acceptance by people of all ideologies and religions, Miyachi Izuo’s improvement

represented a major shift in its research objectives.
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