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This paper describes how Japanese and foreign students participate in NS-NNS
communication in the early stages of their relationship building. The study focuses on how
they categorize themselves while introducing themselves at a welcome party. A new group
of graduate school students—five foreigners and three Japanese—comprises the sample
of this study. Self-introductions are opportunities for the students to present their
identities. The party was held just two weeks after the entrance ceremony. The data,
recorded using an IC-recorder, were analyzed using the membership categorization
devices (Sacks, 1992) and the focus was on how they referred to themselves, that is,
whether they used their real names, nicknames or titles—and the episodes they referred
to.

The findings suggest that most Japanese students use nicknames and titles, that is,
in-group identity markers. The students under study used these while referring to
themselves, and they referred to several episodes in their self-introductions. However,
most foreign students didn't use in-group identity markers. They are divided into two
groups: those who talked only about their nationalities, lengths of stay in Japan, grades,
and majors , and those who talked about their special skills and personality features.
Japanese students clearly used co-membership categories like “members in the same
course” and “friends”. Some foreign students used membership categories like “Japanese-
foreigners”, while others referred to their individual characters rather than using
membership categories. However, there was a similarity: self-deprecating jokes were
included in both self-introductions. Japanese students actively narrated self-deprecating
incidents as jokes; for example, they talked about embarrassing episodes. Foreign

students also talked self-deprecatingly, but not as actively as the Japanese did. These

* Constructing Relationships among Japanese Native Speakers and Non-native Speakers: Observation of
Selfintroduction Speeches at a Welcome Party (IMADA Emi)
** KB R R SR -



4 Bk L AR NZEA ORRER O

methods are considered “face-work” (Goffman, 1967), that is, a technique to protect one’s
true identity from others.

The analysis result suggests that the use of co-membership categories, that is,
in-group identity markers and references to in-group episodes and self-deprecating jokes

may build stronger friendships between the Japanese and foreign students.
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