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Over 100 years have passed since Japanese first moved to the United States.
Nowadays, the ties between Japanese-Americans and Japan have gradually faded after the
change of generations, which is said to have created more of an overall Asian-American
awareness (Lucas 2004). In such a situation, there are some Japanese-Americans who
study Japanese language as a means of “looking for their roots”.

Takezawa (1994) mentioned that Japanese-Americans consider Japanese language as
one of the most important cultural markers that define the Japanese and it is said to be an
important element of ethnic identity formation. Based on this information it can be
established that their identity as Japanese-Americans and learning Japanese language are
closely related.

In this study I conducted interviews of two fourth-generation Japanese-Americans
who study Japanese language at a university in California. I discussed three points
pertaining to their life stories: the surrounding environment and identity of the fourth-
generation Japanese-Americans, the relationship between their identities and language
learning, and the changes of their surrounding environment and identities through
learning Japanese.

From my research I have cleared up the complex situation for young 4" generation
Japanese-Americans in regards to their conflicting Japanese and American identities,
which is a subject that has previously had relatively little research. My research was
conducted through the point of view of the interviewees, and will help to give an authentic

and better understanding of the subject matter.

* Life Stories of 4th Generation Japanese Americans:
Focused on Japanese Language Learning and Identities (Maho NAKAHASHI)
** R KFRERE T AR R RS
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