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In spontaneous speech, we use various kinds of intonation in order to convey specific
meanings and functions. We focused on tone variation on the prosodic boundary, and
examined the relationship between tones and discourse function of conjunctive particles in
this paper. In Tokyo Japanese, some conjunctive particles such as /ga/, /ba/, /kara/ and
/node/ are basically not supposed to have a tone by themselves without being in a
sentence according to the pronunciation dictionary. However, they convey a variety of
tones at the end of the prosodic boundary: a rising tone, a rising-falling tone, a falling-
rising tone and a falling tone. These are more common in spontaneous speech. We expect
tones of conjunctions at the end of the prosodic boundaries, like sentence-final particles
such as /yo/ and /ka/, to have a strong relation to specific functions. In this paper, we will
report on the conjunctive particle /ga/ and its use of four tones: falling, rising, rising-
falling and rising after a low flat, regardless of the discourse functions. The amount of FO
change and the timing of rising were measured. We analyzed a part of the Corpus of
Spontaneous Japanese. We selected 107 monologs in total, about 18 hours, from the Core
data. We examined the relationship between the four tones on the prosodic phrase
boundaries and the four discourse functions that /ga/ has. Detailed analysis from the data
shows (1) /ga/ conveys a rising or a rising-falling tone more often than a falling tone in
spontaneous speech, (2) each tone can be loosely associated with each discourse function,

and (3) the amount of FO change is not concerned with the discourse functions.
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* Boundary Pitch Movement and Function in Spontaneous Speech: A Study Based upon the CSJ (Miki
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