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Wayne Wang's film Ear a Bowl of Tea (1989) is based upon a novel of the same name by
Louis Chu. It tells a story of a westernized son and a patriarchal father in New York's Chinatown
around 1949. The Wedding Banquet (1993), directed by Ang Lee, depicts a gay Taiwanese
immigrant man who marries a mainland Chinese woman to placate his parents and get her a green
card. The two films are concerned with the reality of Chinese immigrants and explore a conflict
between Chinese tradition and Western modernity in a typical Chinese family.

Each family has a patriarchal father who is eager to see his son get married and have a child
so the family line can be continued. However, the two sons feel that their sexuality is tied down by
patriarchal power. The woman characters are forced to perform the traditional roles of wife and
mother as well.

There are many similar elements in the two films. However, with the historical transition,
patriarchy does not simply keep to the same old patriarchal ideology. In this paper, through
analyses of race issues, cultural gaps, gender roles, sexuality and identity, I explore how the
filmmakers present patriarchal practices in different historical situations.

In my analysis, each character represents a particular situation that ethnic subjects suffer in
mainstream white America. At the border crossing of Chinese tradition and mainstream American
culture, Chinese Americans are wedged between two major categories. In the two films, Chinese
patriarchal culture presents flexibility in mainstream white America. However, the flexibility must
be ensured by the precondition of biological reproduction. After all, the most important

preoccupation of this patriarchy is making babies.
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