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This paper discusses initial face-to-face conversations by typical Jépanese, Taiwanese, and
Chinese adults of the same sex in their native languages and it describes the commonalities and
differences that were observed in topic selection by Japanese and Taiwanese, Japanese and
Chinese, and Taiwanese and Chinese.

Results of analyzing major topics revealed that the Japanese group had the fewest number of
different topics and the fewest topics in total per pair while the Chinese group had the largest
number of different topics and the most topics in total. The Taiwanese group had the highest rate
at which topics were revisited. All three groups had a high selection rate with regard to topics
about individual background and work, demonstrating that the uncertainty reduction theory was at
work during initial face-to-face conversations. In addition, the selection rate peaked with hobbies
and interests for the Japanese group and one’s place of origin for the Chinese group. Topics that
tended to surface more or less frequently were analyzed, along with minor topics, from the 5
perspectives of “prospects and plans for the future,” “changing jobs,” “money,” “topics related to
other people,” and “privacy.” Results revealed that the Chinese group had a high rate of selecting
topics about “prospects and plans for the future” and “privacy” while the Taiwanese group had a
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high rate of topics related to “changing jobs,” “money,” and “other people.” The Japanese group
had a relatively low rate of selecting topics other than hobbies, and the group’s conversations
tended to focus on a single topic. The group had a low rate of covering topics that had already
been covered and the group talked little about personal information and topics related to other
people. The Japanese group often talked mainly about what one’s work entailed, hobbies, and
topics related to one’s residence (place of origin) from an objective perspective. When discussing
topics about work, the Taiwanese group talked relatively often about salary and changing jobs, and
topics about money and topics related to individuals besides the speaker were also prevalent. The
Chinese group was characteristic in that it talked relatively often about topics regarding prospects
and plans for the future and topics related to privacy. In addition, comparison of trends among the
groups revealed that the Taiwanese and Chinese groups were relatively similar while the Japanese

group stood in contrast.

* A Discussion of Topic Selection during Initial Face-to-Face Conversations by Typical Working Adults :
Based on Chinese, Taiwanese, and Japanese Data (TSAI Liangfu)
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