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Playful conflict (my translation of the Japanese term tairitsu-gokko) is a frame that
worls as play or joking, although it is formally conflictive. I have taken some informal
intimate conversations between female high school students living in the Osaka
metropolitan area as my object of study. The purpose of this study is to investigate what
kinds of contextualization cues work to lead to the interpretation of the frame as play from
the perspective of politeness.

Tairitsu-gokko is a frame that Otsu (2004) analyzed as “conflict as play” (asobi toshite
no tairitsu). However, Otsu only analyzed verbal communication. In this study, I analyze
both verbal and non-verbal information. [ also characterize contextualization cues in
tairitsu-gokko that bring the metamessage of play by comparing them with actual cases of
conflict (fairitsu).

I have found that the cues that enable speakers to frame talk as tairitsu-gokko have
both verbal and non-verbal features. Verbal features include (1) emphatic meter, (2) rude
expressions or vocabulary, and (3) specific characteristics of Kansai dialect. Non-verbal
features include (1) laughter, (2) eye contact, and (3) gesture.

[ further conclude that two opposite methods are employed to cue tairitsu-gokko. One
is to show cooperation, and the other is to increase the apparent risk of FTA.

Examples of ways of showing cooperation include emphasis on the meter of their
utterances and laughing (or smiling) to show their intention of play directly although the
utterances are conflictive literally.

By contrast, as a way of increasing the risk of FTA formally, the informants often use
rude expressions or imperative sentences, and some of them use a certain kind of Kansai

dialect that they don't normally use. They emphasize rhythm, fix their eyes on the other,

* Politeness in Tairitsu-gokko (Playful Conflict) in Conversation of Female High School Students in Osaka:
Focusing on Contextualization Cues of Play (OTSUKA Seiko)
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and point. Concerning laughter, it was observed that sometimes they don't laugh or smile
in spite of the fairitsu-gokko being a kind of joke.

This behavior elicits the hearer's inference that the speaker can’t be truly intending to
threaten her positive face so strongly, therefore the utterance can't be serious but must be
joking. In these ways, they exhibit positive politeness by communicating that they are

joking and don't intend to create conflict.
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Th, ARTEHIDLI LR E [WTo 2] LR, TNREEFRFAL LTI (X
M HTHYBELS [ToI] &) [HO-TTH] OffeiRoTwabnriEd,
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LIEREEFODLDTH B,

D =% (2002). 2R (2006) Ak

8 L (2006) AEHEEE KO T4 7EMBIHBE L EAILLDE, Holficna a3 s 3
LAFET L] 2BERT LRI T4 7 - B4 PR AENTH2 ERBEC, HHEALD HKEDIFH A
oML [BUIETIE] ICHEAFBIEANS L 0,

9 K (2004) O [BUE LTOR] ERBHICBTS HTTo2 | HRAUBHE Ko7 b 0 TH DA
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CELLoTRHELFVZOREFEOEEN LR FTAESVWZRVERHL oo E N &
Filfzbh, AR TFTAZERLTWADTE R TUHREBNTEL LTSNS &
ZAONDBDTHb, LoT, RO EOFTAESGVWIEE2IEEMEFOHEROM
EMLEELEELOND,

WEEBIL T FTACBY 25 LF OB & B & FOZT M- 23R AR 7% 2 HE A
BZEINLLHE BELZHRCDoTHYURTI L -2 HBETELVWEELDHY, £
REOBBEMNINREFIFTAL 2D b, 20D [RPTLEOFTAESVAELT
LHHE] zHVAHEICE. HEFOERIBETIC SB SN2 T FTA XiEH %
LOWLAMEENIBVEELZD, LPLELZFRELEREERTHLDPLIF, &
DE ) EXRAEDFDH ) 2 DI ZDOHERMFIERENE L I HEEZHONLE
BHY. TOLDIEEVDOKFERAY A VI T 2B ILETH L0, ZANOBRE
SOMRELTOBEEZRFOLE LD,

7 F&H

DEDEZERIZLY, AFRICBIEERFE T TiE, HRELL TV IEVWREDS
HEICmz, FZ—-AREFEOFTAESGVEEL T2 L) BXRILDOFELXH D ZHCTT
RERZDHEDNH DI EDBF D o720 TOHETHVONETIRILDOFEAH DL, —
MEAG [H3] RO L BLNI2BHTH L. o T INPEITE-DICE [2h
BIHTHA] LI MEFORRIMEYNFI SR SNELENDH D, ZRICEEVD
KFEATANCHET MBI LETHL20, TAORBS LR - BHETHEx %
THLEEZDLDTH D,

/o, SEOTF—FTHRESINL (W) Ewdhd, FIACHLTHFLFOER
EHEFOZIR RBFEOMEN R L o R 22D ThHote £D720, #
FILFTAZTI CE2BRALTwA L) B Y GVRERELR ORI HmE, SHO
TREARR D700 [RPTFEOFTAEGVEEL T4 4] £ TR XRILDOFH
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POICEDE I BB LOPEELPICT A ENTE Lo, LEL, BYE
WREENR ST, FFELFXFFTAZIEE) LEML T AL s 2 BEs L%
Polzllbil, BROSOKFEDO—DOOMUMTHSERDbNS,

B&L DET A b A AERHIZIOVTHE L OMEI RSN TS (Eelen, 2001 %), &
WEICBVTH BRLOEFTBEHFLE LRI A PARATIREBTER W, EEE
HROLEDLHMPELTORT A PAREBRFE LNV TEET ZLEND HHHAR S
Nize THIZDOVTREEERIWIIEEL T LERH 5,

(XHLDHER) 7/ DBEOREFFROFZORBLFABICRE LN L%
RTe / (05) 05 BOIE/ 2?2 ERAA Y A=Y a v/ FHRTRAWIHE
WIRER{ ) FEEEN R TE, EVDBEe, MERNWLEFER = Har%dld
CBI SR8 AN FRECL2E, Z2uEFIBENLZEEELEIELT ()
I DHRERE, BTFTLT. /() HEORE,. MBS
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