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SUMMARY

A Study on mousiké in Plato’s Republic

Syunsuke SATONAKA

The Greek word ‘mousiké’ means all the arts which the Muses
preside such as poetry, music, song and dance. In the Books 2 and 3 of
Republic Plato deals with education by means of moustke. In the Book 2
Plato in particular focuses on poetry and carries out censorship.

It is usually said that the purpose of this censorship is to delete
immoral myths composed by Greek poets like Homer and Hesiod.
However, it is insufficient only to point out Plato’s moral concern,
because behind his critical attitude toward poetry and poets there is his
own philosophical principle.

The principle: God is good and the cause of only good things, which
is introduced by Plato at the argument about poetry in the Book 2
seems to be connected with his own theory of Idea, for Greek poets and
philosophers before Plato do not have such a principle about goodness of
God. Plato offers an original concept of God that is based on his system
of philosophy and demands that poets should compose their works
according to it. If a poet represents God as evil against the principle, his
work is not useful for education in Plato’s ideal state. In Republic God as
origin of goodness is closely related with Idea of good that Plato regard
as most important thing to learn.

In this article I am going to analyze the relationship between poetry
and philosophy in Republic and clarify the role of mousike, especially
poetry, in the system of education for people who will be guardian that

rule Plato’s ideal state.
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