|

) <

The University of Osaka
Institutional Knowledge Archive

Title EARTHDEBNRR : THEE]

Author(s) (B8O, =E

Citation |KRFRARFEFEXIZF. 2007, 16, p. 111-125

Version Type|VoR

URL https://hdl. handle.net/11094/77873

rights

Note

The University of Osaka Institutional Knowledge Archive : OUKA

https://ir. library. osaka-u. ac. jp/

The University of Osaka



KIBERFEFHELFE Vol 16 2007 111

EBRTAHXER bR L [HE ]+

B JeE
Fo7— K HIE, LB N RRL A X—-VER

The Sagami Bay area of Kanagawa Prefecture, often called “Shonan,” remains a cultur-
al and conceptual space that has yet to be allocated clear definition or boundaries. Shonan
is known as an area that leads Japan's modern popular culture in every category, including
film, music, and fashion. The end of WWII saw Shonan gain popularity as “the premiere
venue for the beach, youth, and consumer culture.” This development of Shonan culture is
frequently recalled in explaining its progression into mass popularity.

Upon close historical and cultural inspection, however, we can see that the source of
the conception of Shonan rests in a multilayered cultural structure. Simultaneously built
within Shonan are both a cultural sphere based on the special privileges of the elite cen-
tered in Kamakura, and a cultural sphere founded on the populace of the beaches centered
in Enoshima. Kamakura spawned flourishing privileged cultures, including the villa,
Western culture, and literature, making it the heart of Shonan’s upper-class society.
Oppositely, because of transportation advances and capitalist strategies for tourism,
Enoshima developed into a locale aimed at the masses with its inclusion of swimming and
recreational area. Hence, Kamakura and Enoshima greatly in their local cultural idiosyn-
crasies and conceptualizations, the subjects which bear the nucleus of the local culture, and
their cultural semiology. Moreover, while the cultures appear to be polar opposites, a com-
posite image of Shonan as a whole has been generated as the result of their simultaneous
development.

However, this balance shifted in the 1950s, when the image of recreational culture
became prominent. Serving as the background of this transformation were tourism strate-
gies that strengthened the Enoshima district’s spirit of rivalry towards Kamakura, society’s
gravitation towards consumerism just before Japan’s economic boom, and a massive

upsurge in media and images centered on the novel and movie Season of the Sun, fusing
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the aforementioned conditions, and permanently impacting the public.

The clearly dichotomous cultural structure traditionally held by Shonan assumed
ambiguity after WWII, when Shonan developed into a distinctive, while somewhat ambiva-
lent culture of its own. A cultural structure peculiar to Shonan and the dynamism con-
tained within were determining factors working towards Shonan’s blossoming into one of
the first consumer spaces to possess a postmodern image. - Together with a change in val-
ues, Shonan is again undergoing a rebirth, as a “topos” whose image remains in constant

re-creation, a reflection of its undeniable link with the surrounding age and time.
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