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This research studies how speech level is chosen by a specific, advanced level Japanese
learner of Chinese mother tongue (hereafter named “C”). A qualitative analysis was made
of actual contact situations in C’s social network, in order to describe the criteria of how she
chooses speech levels. This was assessed by her choice of either polite form with
desu/masu or plain form without desu/masu at the end of sentences; and sometimes the
politeness of vocabulary.

The study found that C's speech level criteria consist of three categories, “Criteria for
use of polite form”, “Criteria for use of plain form” and “Strategies to achieve communica-
tions”. The former two categories have primary components of “addressee”, “situation” and
“accommodation adjustment”, and each of them has more detailed factors. When a conflict
occurs between those factors, C has certain priorities. For example, psychological distance
is given priority over social position; and the social position is given priority over accom-
modation adjustment. Those categories sometimes contain interlanguage factors in her
choice of speech levels, which are found in C but seem not found in native Japanese speak-
ers. In addition, C sometimes exhibits subconscious language use, in that her utterances
were sometimes different from her awareness.

It was found that C’s speech level styles have been strongly affected by her social net-
work, especially her part-time job experiences, in which she has been more accustomed to

using plain form and Kansai dialect than polite form.

* The Criteria of Speech Level Choice Made by an Advanced Japanese Learner of Chinese Mother Tongue
(UENAKA Jun)
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