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This essay discusses the Japanese intellectual Sokichi Tsuda (1873-1961) and his essay,
which he contributed to a monthly magazine called “Sekai” (world) in April, 1946. Some
people are of the opinion that it inevitably discussed political issues, while others argue that
it was the origin of “the Japanese myth of homogeneity.” This articulates the thought that
Japan had been maintained as an Empire for a long time, and had never been invaded by its
neighbors. The origin of the “Japanese myth” has been explored in the ancient historical
studies of the Empress Jingu’s story in Kojiki and Nihon-shoki or archeological studies,
never in the debates on ancient country Yamatai that closely related to the theory of
Empress Jingu. This is not an ancient historical study, nevertheless, although this is a study
of Tsuda’s theory, it analyzes in greater depth the content of the ancient published historical
studies.

To be precise, Tsuda’s theory as a whole is not the origin of “the Japanese myth of
homogeneity.” Until recently, his works have been highly evaluated as presenting a typical
theory that defies the authenticity of Empress Jingu’s story. Few recognized his theory,
which includes a thesis that Empress Jingu’s story was based upon the invasion that
occurred during the 4th century. Further, Tsuda referred to the Kyusyu area as a part of
“Japan”; it was a center for cultural exchange between Kyusyu and Korea since the Before
Christ era. This thesis is very different from that of his teacher Kokichi Shiratori, who was
deeply committed to the traditional debate on the ancient country of Yamatai. It is crucial to
determine the boundaries of the state of Yamato if fhe Japanese emperor is concerned about
“the Japanese myth of homogeneity.” Therefore, we examine the debate on Yamatai and find
a thesis that the Kyusyu area was not a part of “Japan” during the 3rd century, i.e. the state of
Yamato had not yet been unified with Kyusyu.

During the latter part of his life, Tsuda stated that his theory on Kojiki and Nihon-shoki

* Sokichi Tsuda’s historical theory of cultural exchange between ancient Japan and Korea (ISSE Yoko)
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had been misinterpreted. The misinterpretation originated around the time of the 2nd World
War. After the war, Japanese historians were surprised at his essay in “Sekai”(world); Tsuda’s
prewar works were very different from those that the historians considered as “historical
science”. Scholars who majored in ancient history attempted to criticize the ancient class
society because the debate on Yamatai was proving inconclusive. They were only concerned
about the class society existing in the state of Yamato in the Kinki region; therefore, they
unconsciously promoted “the Japanese myth of homogeneity.”

They assumed the ancient “naturalized Korean people” to be slaves. Although Tsuda
himself disliked Asians, he regarded them as respectable people among the ancient Japanese
society. We can now assume his work can be repositioned as a study of comparative cultures,

since both countries have mutual respect for each other’s cultures.
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