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Here in this essay, we try to position the essence of the studies of the Japanese
intellectual, Sokichi Tsuda (1873-1961). Tsuda’s studies should be placed within

]

the realm of Linguisticulture,” meaning the interdisciplinary study of linguistics/
culture. For example, one of his chief works, ”An Inquiry into the Japanese Mind as
Mirrored in Literature,” is a study of the Japanese mind, the material for which is
gathered from Japanese literature. Also it contains many anaiyses of Japanese
culture. Thus, it is the hypothesis of this essay that the essence or nature of Tsuda’
s work lies within the interdisciplinary form of Linguisticulture, as opposed to
belonging to historical studies, as has been often said.

Tsuda’'s works have been critically approached by historians, although they
often failed to understand Tsuda because of the large number of works written in his
lifetime. In correcting this misunderstanding, here we seek the essence of his works.
To do this, we compare Tsuda’s study with the "historical science” of historian Sho
Ishimoda (1912-1986) and that of historian Saburo Ienaga (1913-2002), both of
whom were under the influence of Tsuda’s study. They read Tsuda critically, and
were willing to develop the "historical science.” Here, we consider the inclination of
making "historical science” an axiom. We show when the aforementioned term was
produced in Japan, the contexts in which the term was used, and then try to find the
reason why they thought Tsuda's works written before WW II were his only invalu-
able ones, allowing his post-war works to go unevaluated. They said that Tsuda’s
position changed when he began his criticism of the "historical science.” However,
Tsuda himself maintained that his position remained unchanged. We try to analyze
the characteristics of his works from the viewpoint of Tsuda himself.

The reason why the two historians keenly criticized Tsuda’s works written after
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WW II was that they did not like his criticism of Marxism and "historical science.”
This, in turn, led to an inability of historical science to inherit the works of Tsuda.
Eventually, after the middle of the 1950s, the "historical science” was no longer
interdisciplinary, and that is when they started to misunderstand Tsuda. In the
context of Marxism the word ”science” often does not contain literature or psychol-
ogy. The “historical science” unfortunately could not make out the essence of Tsuda’
s work in its entirety, which is considerably interdisciplinary and may be referred to

as works of "Linguisticulture.”
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