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This paper has been written to explain how discursive formations were changed
by the acceptance of the Western Enlightenment from the end of the Edo era to the
beginning of the Meiji era.

Michel Foucault defines ‘knowledge’ (savoir) as follows: “’knowledge’ is the
space in which the writer may take up a position and speak of the objects with which
he deals in his discourse”. ‘Knowledge’ offers the writer a discursive formation which
controls any ‘writers taking up a position in that ‘knowledge’.

During the Edo period the prevailing image of the world was a mental map
borrowed from China, according to which the center of civilization (k« i.e. China)
was surrounded by barbarism (7 i.e. the West and other Asian countries). However,
this ka-7 vision began to collapse at the end of the Edo era when Dutch studies had
wide currency. The many specialists of Dutch studies questioned the superiority of
China to the West. It was clear for them that the West was far superior to China in
the realm of technology and science. In those days, the only political studies that
existed were conducted as part of Confucianism. The conversion of ka-7 vision in
Dutch studies greatly influenced the scholars of Confucianism, increasing their
regard for Western politics and causing them to accept key concepts of the Western
Enlightenment.

However, the intellectuals in those days had only the set of concepts of Con-
fucianism. Therefore, they had to evaluate Western politics according to these
concepts. For example, Hiroyuki Kato (1836-1916), one of the celebrated Meiji
Enlightenment writers, introduced, for the first time, the concept of the “right to

freedom” in his book in 1870. However, as he was taking a position in Con-

* The Discursive Formation at the End of the Edo Era and Acceptance of the Western Enlighten-
ment (NAYA Setsuo)
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fucianism, it was difficult for him to explain certain key concepts of the Western
Enlightenment. Therefore, he had to modify the set of concepts of Confucianism to
introduce the concept of the “right to freedom”.

However, if a concept is separated from a network of concepts of a ‘knowledge’,
it loses the meaning it had as part of the ’knowledge’. Furthermore, Kato added the
“right to freedom” concept into the network of concepts of Confucianism. This
process resulted in an adjustment to the “right to freedom” concept and a modifica-

tion of the discursive formation of Confucianism.
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