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This paper discusses Japanology in Dogs and Demons (2002) written by Alex
Kerr. Kerr describes that, although the superior essence like “love of nature” is
inherent in Japanese traditional culture, the culture is disappearing. Then he claims
that Japanese tradition should be protected and predicts that through the protection
Japanese society will grow healthy.

This work was evaluated affirmatively in Japan. After the collapse of Japan’s
“hubble economy”, a lot of works which represent Japan as the negative nation-state
have been produced and consumed. Against such a social background, this work
probably attracted readers who have nationalistic nostalgia for the superior past
essence.

However, Dogs and Demons is constituted around the Orientalistic view of
history: the Occident is situated at the top of cultural development and the Orient is
developing. Furthermore, according to such a view, the Orient is represented as what
cannot reach the top for its own essence. Accordingly, Kerr suggests that Japanese
society cannot grow healthy without westernization of Japanese culture. As a result,
the work contradicts itself. That is, on the one hand the work praises the essence of
the Japanese culture, while on the other hand despising it.

To clarify the above, this paper analyzes how Kerr claims the preservation of
Japanese tradition, and then points out the reason why his work results in the
contradiction. Following these analyses, finally this paper suggests that it so happens
that the Orientalistic view of history includes nationalistic nostalgia for the Japanese

tradition within its own worldview.

“Tradition” Protected by the Orientalistic View of History: Japanology in Alex Kerr's Dogs
and Demons(SUDA Kazashi)
SRV TP N i R A T
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