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In Japan, final year university students often use recruitment maga-
zines for job hunting. There is one popular magazine célled “Syusyoku
-Journal”. The aim of this paper is to analyze changes to students’ work
values brought about by this magazine over the past fifteen years.

The “Syusyoku-Journal” provides information on job~hunting, and in
it, company advertisements often appear in the form of news, which
usually contain some messages about the companies themselves. During the
bubble economy of the 80 s, the focus was more on the welfare system of
the companies rather than the contents of work. In general, final-year
students could find jobs easily and would often dream of becoming business-
men who could enjoy both work and private life. After the burst of the
bubble, the ”Syusyoku-Journal” encouraged them td find a job, but it was
tough due to the stagnation of the Japanese economy. Such circumstances
gave rise to the phenomenon of “Syusyocku-Ronin” (students who fail to be
recruited and have to wait for the next chance in the following year) and

“freeter” (job-hopping part-time worker) in Japan. The “freeter”
phenomenon has attracted a great deal of attention recently as the ever
growing number is feared to have an adverse effect on Japan’s financial
standing. Then, the “Syusyoku-Journal” began to advise students to try
to understand and explore diverse ways of life through becoming a “positive
freeter”, i.e., a worker by request of companies. I believe this journal
plays an important role in mitigating students’ discontents with the current

employment situation in Japanese society.

* Influence of Recruitment Magazines on Work Values of Final Year University Students
(MATSUMOTO Kaori)
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The advertisements in recruitment magazines reflect the specific
requests of companies and the society and thus bring about great changes
in students’ work values. We should clarify that these magazines and
companies have a domineering effect over students in this aspect, prior to

criticizing their actions in the labor market.
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