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This study focused on female Japanese immigrants to Indonesia who
married Indonesian men and lived in a multicultural and multilingual
society in Indonesia.

The purpose of this paper is twofold: (1) to make clear the status of
language choice specifically in Japanese immigrants to Indonesia, and (2) to
understand the factors which contribute to those choices.

A written questionnaire was used to gather data for the study. Infor-
mants are members of a Japanese women’s association in Indonesia. 64
questionnaires were collected.

Besides the participants’ biodata, several aspects were solicited: lan-
guage choice according to members of a family, oral proficiency of the
informant and her husband, awareness of ethnicity, adaptation to In-
donesian society and the informant’s social network. Language choice was
a multiple choice selection among Indonesian, Indonesian regional dialects,
Japanese and English. A statistical analysis was conducted for the survey
results.

Results of language choice of Informants to members of a family are as
follows.

(1) In almost all cases only Indonesian was chosen for speaking to
parents in law.

(2) 60% of informants chose bilingual use of Japanese and Indonesian for
speaking to their husband.

(3) About 68% of informants chose Japanese and Indonesian for speak-

ing to their children.

* Language Choice among Japanese Immigrants to Indoneshia (MATSUQ Shin)
* HBAENERHEBEIER (58)
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{4) Rate of choice of Japanese for speaking to grandchildren is lower
than that for speaking to children.
Factors that were found significant for the informants’ language
choices are as follows.
(1) Oral proficiency
The higher the oral proficiency of a husbhand is in Japanese, the lower
the rate of choice of Indonesian and English for speaking to a husband
is and the higher the rate of choice of Japanese for speaking to a
husband is. The higher the oral proficiency of an informant is in
Indonesian, the higher the rate of choice of Indonesian for speaking to
children is. The higher the oral proficiency of an informant is in
English, the lower the rate of choice of Indonesian for speaking to
children is.
{(2) Adaptation to Indonesian society
If an informant adapts herself well to relatives, the rate of choice of
Indonesian for speaking to children is high. If an informant doesn’t
adapt herself well to relatives, the rate of choice of Japanese for
speaking to children is high.
{(3) Ethnicity of a husband
If a husband is Chinese-Indonesian, the rate of choice of English for
speaking to a husband is high and that of choice of Indonesian is low.
If a husband is Chinese-Indonesian, the rate of choice of Japanese and
English for speaking to children is high and that of choice of Indonesian

is low.
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